
 

   

  
 
Co-op Academy Delius Special School Provision Updated Local Offer (Jan 11th 2021)  

Co-op Academy Delius has  provision for pupils aged from 2.5 years to 11 years. We are a primary special school which caters for pupils with special 

educational needs or disabilities (SEND). Delius’s specialist provision meets a range of needs from pupils with profound and multiple learning disabilities 

(PMLD), severe learning difficulties (SLD) and pupils with Autistic Spectrum Condition (ASC). We are based on two sites across Bradford, with capacity for 

171 pupils (138 at our BD3 site and 33 at BD7) Our provision within our BD7 supports learners working within our ‘Z’ pathway for pupils who are working on 

a subject specific curriculum.  All of our Early years children are based at BD3 along with our pupils who are accessing  X and Y pathways. Coop Academy 

Delius supports a broad spectrum of Special Educational Needs which are highlighted below.  

 

Profound and multiple learning difficulties (PMLD):. Most pupils with PMLD will have physical disabilities, as well as a learning delay, and will be unable to 

walk and have to use a wheelchair. They may also have hearing and sight difficulties . These pupils may also have complex health and medical needs such 

respiratory problems, feeding difficulties and complex seizure (epilepsy) Often requiring medical interventions during the school day  

 

Severe learning difficulties (SLD):  Learners with SLD have very significant learning impairments. Their learning and/or attainment levels are well below age 

related expectations. This has a major effect on their ability to participate in the school curriculum without support. 

Learners with SLD may also have difficulties in mobility and coordination, communication and perception and the acquisition of self-help skills. They will 

need support in all areas of the curriculum. They may also require teaching of self-help, independence and social skills.  

 

ASD/ASC: ASD/C can cause a wide range of learning difficulties, which are often grouped into two main categories: 

● Problems with social interaction and communication – including problems understanding and being aware of other people's emotions and feelings; it 
can also include delayed language development and an inability to start conversations or take part in them properly. 

● Restricted and repetitive patterns of thought, interests and physical behaviours – including making repetitive physical movements, such as hand 
tapping or twisting, and becoming upset if these set routines are disrupted. 

Coop Academy Delius is situated within a learning campus with Lapage and Dixons Marchbank primary schools. It is our mission to provide high quality 

teaching and learning for all our pupils and offer inclusion within the learning where possible. 

Our priority is to develop a safe, happy and robust learning environment. 
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At Coop Academy Delius we provide 

All students  

Most students  

Few students  

Assessment  Through the revision of the 2019 Ofsted framework which puts the curriculum at the centre of a school’s provision, pupil assessment will be 

more formally linked to a personalised learning journey/pathway. The Education Health Care plan will lay out the learning ambitions for 

individual pupils, mapping out pupil learning intentions.  

EHCP 

● Broad leaning objectives (which set an ambitious learning journey based on pupil need and related in pupil, parent and teacher 

expectations.) These are written in to the 4 areas of Cognition & Learning, Communication & Interaction, Social, Emotional and Mental 

Health and Sensory and Physical  

● End of Key Stage milestones in each of the 4 areas.  

● Annual targets (personalised to pupil learning journey) 

● Personalised learning goals (3 times a year) which breakdown the annual target in progressive personalised learning intentions.  

 
How do we assess?  
At Coop Academy Delius school assessment is ongoing throughout their education, staff will observe pupils and track progress daily against 
their PLGs (Personalised Learning Goals), through photos, videos and written annotation of what your child is doing to support and build up a 
picture of the experiences, progress and achievements that they are making. Assessments and incidental learning is happening every day and 
all staff are involved in recording and celebrating achievement, no matter how small. Assessment is captured on ‘Evidence for Learning’. 
Assessments shared with parents at Annual Reviews, consultation and progress meetings which are held throughout the year. 
Is it worth mentioning the learning ladder?  
 
 
End of Key Stage Assessment:  
Pupils in years 2 and year 6 will be assessed on Pre-Key Stage Standards for pupils engaged in subject specific study (P5-8), and for those pupils 
functioning at P4 & below on aspects of engagement model. 

Communication Communication is a key focus for us at Coop Academy Delius and underpins everything we deliver.  
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At Coop Academy Delius we use a range of communication methods and resources which are incorporated into all areas of the curriculum. We 
use sign language (Makaton), Objects of reference, Touch cues and symbols to support understanding and to enable pupils to make choices and 
communicate their ideas and feelings. We use a range of low and high tech communication aids from talk buttons and Big Macks to complex 
communication devices such as Accent devices and Eye gaze. We also incorporate Intensive Interaction into our learning approaches and 
TacPac to encourage positive and pupil led interaction. All of the above increase access to learning, support behaviour and allow our pupils to 
become more independent.  

Grouping for teaching Coop Academy Delius is a generic primary special school catering for children aged 2-11 years of age. The school is built on two levels with lift 
access. The school has recently opened a second site in the BD7 area of Bradford on the site of Princeville PS. At BD7 we have three classes 
which support our more able learners who are working with our ‘Z’ pathway.  
We are structured with three distinct provisions in school:  

● Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 2 – 5 years of age;  
● Key stage 1, 5 years to 7 year of age;  
● Key stage 2, 8 years to 11 years of age.  

Although we have the three distinct provisions we also group children according to ability, special educational needs (SEN) and social groups.  
Coop Academy Delius Special School has good provision for pupils with profound and multiple learning difficulties (PMLD), as well as severe 

learning difficulties and autistic spectrum condition. We have a number of classes, which are ASC specific, structured according to pupil need 

and attainment. This allows us to support, encourage and motivate our ASC pupils to communicate their needs, desires and wants. This helps us 

to deliver a child-centred personalised approach to learning. Our provision for pupils with PMLD is well staffed allowing us to educate and care 

for the broad medical need within this cohort; this includes home school tuition for pupils unable to attend due to medical and health issues. 

We have a small number of pupils who are Palliative and require a bespoke learning package based on their specific need.  Pupils with hearing 

and visual impairments (HI/VI) have access to provision dedicated to the class (multiple sensory impairment) and a well-resourced ICT and 

sensory resourced curriculum to meet all their needs.  

School offers daily intervention sessions for pupils who require specific catch up in learning and for our Pupil premium pupils. These are 

identified  

Safeguarding and 

behaviour  

The aims and principles of our Behaviour & Discipline Policy and Safeguarding Policy are to provide Safe, Happy Learning and to promote 
positive behaviour and to both our pupils and their families. 
Our safeguarding and behaviour policies ensure, each child is healthy, safe, enjoys and achieves and is valued for his/her contribution to the 
school community. Everything we do is seen as part of the child’s journey through life.  
Coop Academy Delius is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of all its pupils. We believe all staff and visitors have an 
important and unique role to play in child protection.  
We believe:  
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● Schools can contribute to the prevention of abuse.  
● School will support and sign post early help referrals for families in greater need of assistance.  

● All children have the right to be protected from harm.  
● Children need support which matches their individual needs. Including those who may have experienced abuse.  

● “The child has a right to protection from abuse and neglect” (United Nations Convention Article 19).  
● Keeping children safe in education is our paramount concern.  (Statutory guidance September 2020) 

Curriculum and 

teaching methods 

 
The curriculum at Co-op Academy Delius is currently under development. The pathway names of X, Y and Z are about to be changed into more 
exciting, child-friendly names.  
 
Pupils will follow one of our four curriculum pathways dependent on the learning styles which best suit their individual needs. All pupils aged 
2-5 will start their Delius journey on the EYFS Pathway  The intent for this pathway is for the children to:  

● Settle into school  
● Feel confident when away from family/carers and finding ways to express wants and needs with new people  
● For the children to be supported to access a learning environment for the first time. For example, how to sit, how to concentrate  
● Introduction to the most appropriate communication strategies 
● Identification of most suitable post-EYFS pathway  

In EYFS, the curriculum is implemented via focused activities and continuous provision.  
 
In X Pathway, the curriculum is implemented via Personalised Learning Goals which are worked upon wherever possible. The curriculum  areas 
provide new contexts and opportunities to build memory and embed learning.  
 The intent for this pathway is for the children to:  

● Develop holistically 
● Have meaningful sensory experiences 
● Developmentally appropriate opportunities  
● Develop their communication strategies 
● Have a voice  
● Learn strategies to promote their independence for adulthood  
● Be supported with their Physical development and medical wellbeing 
● Access the engagement model (Exploration, Realisation, Anticipation, Persistence, and Initiation). 

 
Y pathway has been developed for our pupils who require a structured approach to learning. The intent for this pathway is for the children to:  

● Learn via routines and structure 
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● Develop behaviours for learning 
● Have opportunities for purposeful communication 
● Develop retention of skills over time 
● Have irresistible opportunities to engage 
● Access the curriculum through the provision i.e. using spaces creatively to develop and retain skills 
● Have the opportunity to re of learning opportunities 
● Work with real-life concrete objects and to have experiences to give context to the curriculum 
● Be exposed to life skills in preparation for adulthood 

In Y Pathway, the curriculum is implemented via a combination of timetabled class, group and individual sessions involving formal learning 
organisation and less formal provision area opportunities.  
 
Z pathway has been developed for our pupils who require access to a subject specific curriculum. The intent for this pathway is for the children 
to:  

● Demonstrate skills through exciting activities in lessons 
● Develop of long term memory 
● Increase their abstract learning  
● Collaborate with peers within their learning 
● To become independent in life skills for the adult to come 

In Z Pathway, the curriculum is implemented via discrete subject-specific and timetabled lessons in both the classroom and wider-school 
environments.  

Accessibility All pupils have access to safe provision through use of tracking and hoists throughout school.  Through the provision of an enriched curriculum 
and personalised learning interventions where appropriate to extend and support learning.  Our provision in and out of school creates equal 
access to all pupils through a creative curriculum, which delivers exciting learning opportunities, promoting good behaviour and social skills. 
Coop Academy Delius provides access to additionality of learning across a wide range of activities such as: rebound (trampolining), 
development of water confidence through swimming as well as access to sensory provision and soft play.  
The Sparkle suit resource offers a tailored calm learning space for pupils and families for pupils with greater complex health and palliative 
needs. The opportunity to work with a range of specialist therapists allows individual pupils to have access to a broader range of opportunities 
such as ‘play’, ‘music’ ‘sensory’ and ‘animal’ therapy.  Pupils have access to our multi-agency teams of physiotherapist, occupational therapists, 
nurses, speech & language therapists as well as links to TRACKS (hospital education) and our own home tuition team, all to support access to 
education at Delius.  

Inclusion Inclusion is an important part of our children’s learning and Coop Academy Delius is fortunate to be co-located with 2 mainstream primary 
schools, Lapage and Dixons Marchbank Academy. We value the diversity of our children’s needs and encourage safe, inclusive practice within 
our school by class groups joining up for activities such as music and singing, A full range of religious celebrations and whole school celebrations 
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such as our creative curriculum events. We have when needed developed a number of partnerships with mainstream schools such as Bradford 
Academy and Belle Vue Girls’ High School.  
We also have small groups of children who have planned inclusion visits to the key stage 1 and 2 classes on a weekly basis to help develop their 
social and communication skills.  

Engagement with 

parents/carers 

 

Parental Involvement   

Coop Academy Delius has the ‘Engaging Families’ award, and pride ourselves on our provision for our families.  We have a Parent Involvement 

Officer at Delius.  Coop Academy Delius offers a range of parental activities such as English and Maths lessons for adult learners as well as first 

aid, Beauty, Hair ,keep fit, Manicure and Pedicure courses, a Toy Library, parent/school homework links, celebration assemblies for attendance 

and achievements. Medical appointments/consultations take place in school. Feedback from the parents is positive with a request to do more 

practical/academic courses. If you have any problems and need a translator in Urdu or Punjabi then do not hesitate to contact us. You are 

always welcome to pop in just for a chat. See our school website  

Our unique provision 

 

At Coop Academy Delius we have extensive extracurricular provision:  
● Swimming Pool: Our new pool is heated to allow the maximum benefits and comfort for all pupils. In this facility we can work 1:1 with 

pupils in developing communication, in developing water confidence and fine and gross motor skills development and accredited swim 
activities.  

● Magic carpet: The magic carpet technology projects interactive apps that children can engage with simply by moving on or over the 
projected images. It allows the children to interact visually, physically and in auditory ways. It is engaging and stimulating for all pupils 
across all levels or ability and learning. It provides a fully inclusive and fun way to learn. It encourages awareness of others, hand eye 
coordination and social interaction with each other 

● The Courtyard: A new multi-functional learning space which incorporates learning through explorative play  
● Road Safety Provision: fully functional safety zone to encourage road safety and crossing 
● Rebound - Coop Academy Delius has a purpose-built Rebound room with a sunken trampoline at floor level for ease of access for all.  
● Sensory and Soft Play Rooms - The value in having a sensory and soft play provision is to extend our work on intensive interaction, 

communication and the development of both gross and fine motor skills in a relaxing and supportive environment. The supportive 
equipment within the sensory room allows pupils to get both a visual and auditory stimulation in a relaxing environment and 
encompasses the use of switch technology to support physical interaction between the child and the source of stimulation, whether it is 
sound, heat, light or a physical experience.  

● Sparkle Suite - Sparkle Suite is our space for children with complex medical needs. It’s calming and clutter free, where we can offer a 
different kind of curriculum. It’s also the perfect retreat when children are feeling unwell or anxious. It allows us to work closely with 
specialist therapists to offer our pupils the additionality of a personalised approach to meeting their needs. Such as time to talk and share 
knowledge and skills with parents, for personal massage therapy and OT support.  
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● Immersive learning environment: We have future plans to incorporate an immersive learning environment to allow a next generation 
sensory learning experience for special needs pupils. The flexibility of an immersive environment means that scenarios can be controlled 
in a variety of ways for pupils of all abilities to enjoy. Whether the environment needs to be soothing or stimulating, the space can be 
adapted to suit the individual needs of our pupils. The interactive learning environment is fully inclusive and accessible for all learning 
abilities. 
 

Our approaches in Intensive interaction at Coop Academy Delius are crucial in supporting the development of relationships between staff and 
pupils, and allow us to work at a child-centred level with the pupil taking the lead and instigating the communicative interactions. These 
opportunities are often best served in facilities where the member of staff can share play and work with individual pupils.  

Arrangements for 

specialist expertise 

from outside school 

Multi Agency Services  
In order for our pupils to access education we at Coop Academy Delius have to work very closely with our multi agency services. These include a 
medical team of school nurses, a Physiotherapy team, Occupational Therapists, Speech and Language Therapists and the children's community 
support team. We also work well with other agencies to offer where appropriate ‘early help support and referrals. Such services ensure that all 
the welfare needs of our pupils are met whilst in school. The opportunity to have these services allows parents/carers to have peace of mind 
that their child’s health needs are being met.  
Working alongside these professional services the majority of our school staff are trained to support pupils in a range of medical needs, 

positioning, moving and handling, speech and language and physiotherapy programmes. Our staff are also highly skilled at supporting and 

delivering communication across school.  

After/out of school 

enrichment activities 

 

Extra curricular provision  
At Coop Academy Delius have offered a range of extra-curricular clubs which extend our pupils’ learning in a fun and engaging manner. These 
range from core subject interventions for our ‘high achievers’ in English & maths to enrichment opportunities for our pupil premium pupils. 
Many of these interventions are offered through our class teams and higher level teaching assistants and specialist therapists in school time as 
part of the personalised core offer where it is required. 
We have over the years offered activities ranging from signing choir (which includes our pupils from Lapage and Dixons), football, rebound, and 
after school multi-sports clubs.  Our pupils also benefit from the wider curriculum opportunities of swimming, rebound (trampolining), horse 

riding and visits to donkey sanctuary. All these extracurricular opportunities add value to the pupils’ learning.  
Educational Visits  
Educational visits and community activities are crucial in developing our pupil’s life skills. As part of the school’s exciting and engaging 
curriculum, we make regular visits to the community to extend and enliven our pupils' learning. Trips to the Alhambra, Lister Park, the Museum 
of Science and Film, as well as the regular horse riding and donkey riding trips are now the norm. We actively encourage our teaching staff to 
offer the experience of our local community to enrich the pupils’ learning. We take our year 6 pupils on an overnight residential visit to an 
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outdoor adventure experience at Nell Bank Ilkley. All of our educational visits are integral to interacting in the local community.  Coop Academy 
Delius provides community services in their pool through after and during school provision.  


